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REPORT 
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General Plan Element: 

General Plan Goal: 

ACTION 

July 1, 2020 

Neighborhoods 

Enhance and protect neighborhoods 

Intergovernmental Agreement with Maricopa County. Adopt Resolution No. 11855, authorizing 

Intergovernmental Agreement No. 2020-110-COS between the City of Scottsdale and Maricopa 

County for the provision of Animal Care and Control Services. 

BACKGROUND 

Since 1977, Maricopa County ("County") has provided animal care and control services to the City of 

Scottsdale ("City") as well as most other County communities. Today, the County maintains 

facilities, equipment, and trained personnel for the maintenance, control and impoundment and/or 

destruction of unclaimed or vicious animals, vaccination, licensing of dogs, and rabies control. 

Services regularly provided to the City coming from this (based on the most recent and past 

Agreements between the County and City) include responding to stray dog complaints, animal bite 

investigations, warnings and citations for leash law violations, impoundment and sheltering of 

animals allowed by law, enforcement of violations of state and city animal control codes and 

ordinances, plus guidance to City services working to handle, resolve and/or mitigate community 

animal care, control, and nuisance issues. The City presently does not maintain the facilities, 

equipment, and trained personnel necessary to complete this mission independent of the County. 

As a result, contracting with the County has and remains the most efficient means available to the 

City for the delivery of these services to Scottsdale residents. 

The current Agreement (2012-030-COS) expires on June 30, 2020. The proposed new 

Intergovernmental Agreement is for an initial one-year period starting on July 1, 2020 but it may be 

renewed annually. The Agreement also includes costs for animal control services for the McDowell 

Sonoran Preserve area. 

ANALYSIS & ASSESSMENT 

City staff have reviewed the proposed Intergovernmental Agreement and believe that it is the most 

cost-effective method to provide animal control services within the City of Scottsdale. 
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