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  APPROVED 3/20/2024  
 

*SUMMARIZED MEETING MINUTES* 
City of Scottsdale 

Scottsdale Environmental Advisory Commission (SEAC) 
*Special* Meeting 

 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 31, 2024 

Community Development Conference Rooms 
One Civic Center, 7447 E. Indian School Road, Scottsdale, 85251 

 
Call to Order 5:35 P.M. 
  
PRESENT:  Chair Ute Brady, Vice Chair Andrew Scheck (virtually); Commission Members: Natalie 

Chrisman Lazarr (virtually), Tony Coletta, Walter Cuculic (virtually and in-person; arrived 
at 5:40 p.m.), Ryan Johnson, Alisa McMahon 

 
ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Lisa McNeilly, Sustainability Director; Cindi Eberhardt, Planning & Development 

Area Director; Bri Laneuville Khan, Communications & Outreach Coordinator; 
Dave Bennett and Gina Azima, Scottsdale Solid Waste Services (virtually). 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: There was one public comment on litter in the Greenbelt. 
 
1) Scottsdale Community Sustainability Plan  

Lisa McNeilly, Sustainability Director, discussed the draft text of the Sustainability Plan (“Plan”) for 
the remaining three chapters: Energy, Extreme Heat, and Waste which was attached to the meeting 
agenda packet and shared with Commissioners on January 26. Commissioners addressed 
questions they had related to targets and indicators included in the Waste section of the Plan with 
Dave Bennett, Scottsdale Solid Waste Services, and provided suggestions related to the city’s 
proposed Waste targets and indicators. The discussion continued to possible data sources and 
targets in the Heat section, including distinguishing between air and surface temperatures. 
Commissioners provided further suggestions and input on all three chapters for staff’s consideration 
and were encouraged to share any additional input or specific text for inclusion in the draft plan with 
Ms. McNeilly. Ms. McNeilly advised that feedback received will be evaluated and reviewed with staff 
for possible incorporation in the next version of the draft Plan.  
 
The Commission held further discussion and a vote for recommendation at the February 21, 2024 
meeting. 
 

Adjournment 8:47 p.m. 
 

 Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation by contacting the Office of Environmental 
Initiatives at 480-312-2831. Requests should be made 24 hours in advance, or as early as possible, to allow time 
to arrange the accommodation. For TTY users, the Arizona Relay Service (1-800-367-8939) may contact the 
Office of Environmental Initiatives at 480-312-2831. 



Scottsdale Community Sustainability Plan
SEAC – January 31, 2024
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WATER
Residential Use Reduce residential water use (gallons per capita per day) to 170 by 2033
Municipal Use Reduce municipal potable water use by an additional 5% relative to 2022 by 2027
HOA Irrigation Use Reduce irrigation water use for HOA properties by 10% from 2022 levels by 2033

Commercial Use Reduce commercial water use by 10% from 2022 levels by 2033
Golf Course Use <direction at a later date>
Return Flow Increase return flow percentage by 10% by 2033, capturing indoor/outdoor 

efficiency for both residential and commercial customers
Banking Maximize annual water banking
Groundwater Treatment Maintain treated groundwater deliveries to Safe Yield levels

AIR QUALITY
Unhealthy Air Days Reduce unhealthy air days in Scottsdale by 2030
Health-Related <no consensus>
Municipal Fleet Fuel Use Reduce municipal fleet fuel use by 10% from 2023 levels by 2030 & 40% by 2050

Electric Vehicle Charging 
Ports

Quadruple number of publicly available charging ports from 2023 levels three 
years after adoption of plan; add 10x by 2030
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SOLID WASTE



INDICATOR

Landfill waste per household (single-
family residents only)

(2022-2023 = 1,465 pounds)
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SOLID WASTE

INDICATOR

Total solid waste collected (landfill + 
recycling + composting)
(2022-2023 = 84,717 tons for single-
family residents (landfill + recycling); 
20,263 (brush & bulk))

In 2022, Scottsdale Solid 
Waste collected 84,717 
tons of waste and 
recyclables (10% less 
than in 2009).  At the 
same time, the amount 
of trash discarded per 
household is down 
almost 13% to under 
1,500 pounds. 
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SOLID WASTE

In fiscal year 2022/23 Scottsdale 
diverted 27% of the material by 
weight from disposal in the 
landfill through recycling, a rate 
that has held steady for several 
years. 

INDICATOR
Overall diversion rate
(2022-2023 = 27% for single-
family residents)
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INDICATOR

Total municipal waste collected (landfill + recycling + composting) (tons)  (TBD)

INDICATOR

Total amount of waste composted (tons)  (TBD)

INDICATOR

Recycling contamination rate (2019 = 14%)

SOLID WASTE
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EXTREME HEAT



INDICATOR
Average temperatures, July
(2023 = average high = 110.7;  
average low = 87.1)
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EXTREME HEAT

NOAA records show that Scottsdale 
is experiencing an upward trend in 
air temperatures both during the 
day and at night. This rise can be 
seen in average summer 
temperatures as well as the highest 
temperatures each month. 
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EXTREME HEAT
The number of excessively hot days and nights is also increasing, 
indicating that the heat season is getting longer. Comparing recent 
averages (2015-2023) to earlier years (2001-2014), there are now 5-8 
additional days each year with extreme heat. 

Annual Summarized Data: Scottsdale Airport Weather Station

Average 
(2001-2014)

Average 
(2015-2023)

Maximum 
(year observed)

Number of Days 110+ 8 16 30 (2023)

Number of Nights 90+ 2 7 20 (2023)
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Surface temperatures vary 
substantially across 
Scottsdale, ranging between 
95.1 and 165.5°F. 

EXTREME HEAT
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Review Matrix: EXTREME HEAT
Heat-related 
morbidity and 
mortality in 
Scottsdale is lower 
than in other parts of 
Maricopa County and 
has varied over time.
(Source: Maricopa County 
Department of Health)

INDICATOR
Heat-related morbidity and mortality, per 
100,000 population
(2022 = 2.75 (deaths); 39.61 (illnesses))
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Review Matrix: EXTREME HEAT

13% of Scottsdale is covered with 
trees and shrubs, with other areas 
being asphalt and buildings (33%) or 
bare soil and concrete (45%). The 
amount of green landscape varies 
across the city, and tree canopy 
coverage is as low as 6% in south 
Scottsdale. (Source: Cooler Scottsdale study)
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ENERGY
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ENERGY
• City-wide, electricity purchased from utilities has 

remained constant since 2018, but would have 
been 4% higher without the solar installations on 
houses and businesses.

• The amount of solar energy installed on homes 
and businesses has almost doubled since 2018 
(up 90%) driven mostly by the residential sector. 

INDICATOR
City-wide electricity use
(2022 = 3,874,290 megawatt hours)

INDICATOR
Distributed solar installed
(2022 = 90.1 megawatts; 
350 kilowatts municipal)
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ENERGY
• Municipal electricity use dropped slightly 

driven by energy efficiency improvements 
and increased numbers of staff working 
from home. 

• Municipal natural gas use rose by 27%, 
while natural gas city-wide use rose 
slightly (up 2.6%).

INDICATOR
City-wide natural gas use
(2022 = 49,779,824 therms)

INDICATOR
Municipal electricity use
(2022 = 280,021 megawatt hours)

INDICATOR
Municipal natural gas use
(2022 = 625,185 therms)
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ENERGY
• Between 2018 and 2022, city-wide 

greenhouse gas emissions 
decreased by 7% to 3,078,925 MT 
CO₂e. 

• The majority of these emissions 
were the result of electricity use 
(49%), with transportation (41%) 
also being an important 
contributor

INDICATOR
City-wide greenhouse gas emissions
(2022 = 3,078,925 metric tons CO2 equivalent)
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ENERGY
• Greenhouse gas emissions from Scottsdale’s 

municipal operations decreased roughly 10% to 
184,299 MT CO₂e (or 6% of the city-wide total). 

• Because the city’s emissions are mostly driven by 
electricity use in buildings (61%), 2020 emissions 
were markedly lower during pandemic-related 
shutdowns. Waste-related emissions (23%) play 
a larger role than city-wide, due to municipal 
collection of residential waste and treatment of 
water. 

INDICATOR
Municipal greenhouse gas emissions
(2022 = 184,299 metric tons CO2 equivalent)
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ENERGY
.The average energy burden  -- calculated 
as the percentage of household income 
spent on energy -- for all households in 
Scottsdale is 2%. However, households 
making 80% or less than the area median 
income (AMI) have an average energy 
burden above 6%, with that number 
rising to 21% for households below 30% 
of the AMI. (Source: DOE LEAD Tool; data accessed 
August 2023).

INDICATOR
Average energy burden by income bracket 
(2022 = 21% for households below 30% of 
area median income)
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ENERGY
The number of green buildings – that 
comply with IgCC, LEED or Green Rehab 
guidelines – has been steadily increasing 
and is expected to rise more quickly with 
the adoption of mandatory green 
construction codes. Currently, just under 
2% of all buildings have met a green 
building standard.

INDICATOR
Number of green buildings
(2022 = 1,588 out of 96,703)



26



27



28


