
 
 

 

 
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE  

NEIGHBORHOOD ADVISORY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Wednesday, September 25, 2024 

 
Community Design Studio – Nave 

7506 East Indian School Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

 
 

PRESENT: Bridget Schwartz-Manock, Vice Chair 
  Nancy Doty Brady 
  Louise Lamb   
  George Spatola  
  Craig Handzlik   

Richard Siegel 
 
ABSENT:  Larry Hewitt, Chair 
  
STAFF: Taylor Reynolds, Commission Liaison 
  Nick Carroll, Staff Coordinator 
  Tim Connor, Environmental Policy Manager 
  Ross Heyl, Citizen Advisor 
  Cindi Eberhardt, Operations Director 
 
GUESTS: Sarah Kerney, Blue Zones Scottsdale 

Justin Azevedo, Design Laboratory 
   
 
Call to Order 
 
Vice-Chair Schwartz-Manock called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Members present as listed above. 
 
Public Comment 

Approved October 23, 2024 
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There were no members of the public who wished to speak. 
 
MINUTES  
 
1. Approval of the June 26, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes  
 
COMMISSIONER LAMB MOVED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 26, 2024 NEIGHBORHOOD 
ADVISORY COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.  COMMISSIONER SIEGEL 
SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED SIX (6) TO ZERO (0) BY ROLL CALL VOTE.  
VICE-CHAIR SCHWARTZ-MANOCK, COMMISSIONERS DOTY BRADY, HANDZLIK, LAMB, 
SIEGEL, AND SPATOLA VOTED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THERE WERE NO DISSENTING 
VOTES.  
  
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
2. Blue Zones 
 
Sarah Kearney, Executive Director for Blue Zones Scottsdale (BZS) provided a presentation to 
share their mission and purpose, along with discussion on its significance to Scottsdale and its 
residents.  Blue Zones project aims to empower people worldwide to live longer, healthier lives, 
focusing on lifestyle.  She discussed the “Power 9” principals common in these areas, 
emphasizing purpose, diet, and community.  Blue Zones Project in Scottsdale aims to engage 
individuals, workplaces, schools, restaurants, and grocery stores to adopt healthier practices 
and targets policy changes to promote healthier choices in food, tobacco, alcohol, and the built 
environment.  Ms. Kearney talked about opportunities to get involved, including taking the Blue 
Zones pledge.   
 
Commissioners were given an opportunity to ask questions.  Ms. Kearney explained that she  
and the project local team are Blue Zones, LLC employees and the Scottsdale Blue Zones 
project is funded by Honor Health Signa through an initiative by Honor Health Foundation.  Blue 
Zones operates on the calendar year, however, because the contract with Honor Health ends 
on October 31st, the local program is shifted to a November 1st through October 31st 
operational year.  The total investment in the community for the local Blue Zones project for four 
years, nine months, is approximately $13.5 million.  Taylor Reynolds, Commission Liaison, 
noted that people will likely start seeing things related to Blue Zones throughout the community.  
The presentation is intended to educate Commissioners so they are able to offer information 
about the project and/or direct people how to access more information. 
 
3. Shade and Tree Plan 
 
Tim Conner, Environmental Policy Manager, reviewed the background leading up to creation of 
to the Shade and Tree Plan.  He said that initiation of the plan came out of the Cooler 
Scottsdale heat study conducted in partnership with ASU.  Study results can be found on the 
city’s website.  He introduced Justin Azevedo with the Design Laboratory to provide a brief 
presentation of the progress to date in developing a Shade and Tree plan for the city. 
 
Mr. Azevedo’s presentation included an overview of existing conditions, which is being 
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documented through field documentation; iTree Canopy, which is a U.S. Forest Service system 
to determine coverage of large areas; and Tree Score Analyzer (TESA), which is remote 
documentation utilizing LiDAR data from the city and county, developed with the U.S. Forest 
Service.  Mr. Azevedo said that the plan will identify practical solutions to enhance shade and 
cooling strategies; will be a user-friendly guide for residents, businesses, city staff, and 
policymakers;  optimize water usage on trees;  share integrated practices for longevity, and will 
enhance community resilience.   
 
The primary deliverable of the plan will be The Tool Kit, which will include definition of trees, 
structures, and water harvesting techniques that can be implemented, and precise locations 
where they are the most viable and useful.   The tree plan will go into detail about types of trees, 
pros and cons of each tree, and what type to use in certain locations, and will include an 
appendix including detailed information about each tree species. The shade structure plan will 
include recommendations about type of structures and the most appropriate locations.  The 
water harvesting plan will provide information on developing on-site water harvesting tools to 
support trees.   
 
Mr. Azevedo reviewed next steps, noting that they are currently in the “Cultivate” portion of the 
schedule and producing the final graphics for the document.  He encouraged everyone to attend 
open houses and public events, and to take the online survey.  Information regarding the plan 
can be found on social media sites and at Scottsdaleaz.gov, search “Shade and Tree Plan.” 
 
Commissioners were given an opportunity to ask questions.  Mr. Connor explained that a CIP 
project has been created for initial implementation of the plan.  They are trying to find a way to 
go through a non-profit organization to offer trees to homeowners and HOAs. 
 
Vice-Chair Schwartz-Manock commented that she looks forward to the tool kit, which will help 
citizens make educated choices for their landscaping.  She suggested that it would be beneficial 
if some kind of a consultation program was made available in correlation with the tool kit.  She 
said with Scottsdale water encouraging people to transition to xeriscape, it is good that the plan 
addresses heat effects created by the transition.  She mentioned that Scottsdale water offers a 
smart meter, which makes it easy for citizens to make better choices.  Mr. Azevedo said that 
Design Laboratory has been working heavily with water conservation into how to expand water 
conservation efforts. 
 
Mr. Reynolds explained that the purpose of the document is for it to be used in guiding 
developers, homeowners, and the city crews in choosing location for shade and how to maintain 
it over time.  The plan will include a “right tree, right place,” section outlining ways to determine 
the best place to plant for long-term benefit.  In response to a question, Mr. Reynolds explained 
the process for an HOA to come into the city for assistance would likely be to have them fill out 
an application for review of a shade plan, but it would not be for free. 
   
4. G.A.I.N. 2024 Program Overview  
 
Ross Heyl, Citizen Advisor, provided an overview of Scottsdale’s involvement in the 2024 

G.A.I.N. Initiative (Getting Arizona Involved in Neighborhoods).  G.A.I.N. is an annual event 

designed to unite residents and help create safer neighborhoods.  G.A.I.N. encourages 

neighbors to get together in their respective communities to promote safety and neighborhood 
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communication, and to celebrate the successes of crime prevention through community 

involvement. Since 2017, the Neighborhood Advisory Commission has been an active 

participant in G.A.I.N. activities for neighborhoods that have requested their attendance.  This 

year’s G.A.I.N. planned for October 19, 2024, but a G.A.I.N. party can be requested at any time.  

Approximately one month prior to the G.A.I.N. event, an appreciation event is held to thank the 

Neighborhood Watch captains.  Currently there are 322 captains and approximately 100 people 

attended the appreciation event.  The City’s G.A.I.N. website offers a number of resources, 

including block party checklists, governing rules, requests for supplies, and requests for 

department attendance.  G.A.I.N. party organizers are able to request representatives from 

several City departments to attend the events. Previous event photos were reviewed.  NAC 

members were invited to participate in Scottsdale G.A.I.N. block party events. 

In response to questions, Mr. Heyl explained that a list of departments is provided to party 
organizers and they are able to request who they would like to have represented.  People are able 
to pick up party supplies a few days before their party.  Staff is not able to deliver or pick up items.  
 
VICE-CHAIR SCHWARTZ-MANOCK MOVED TO APPROVE PARTICIPATION OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD ADVISORY COMMISSION MEMBERS IN G.A.I.N. BLOCK PARTY 
EVENTS IF REQUESTED.  COMMISSIONER SPATOLA SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH 
CARRIED SIX (6) TO ZERO (0) BY ROLL CALL VOTE.  VICE-CHAIR SCHWARTZ-MANOCK, 
COMMISSIONERS DOTY BRADY, HANDZLIK, LAMB, SIEGEL, AND SPATOLA VOTED IN 
THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THERE WERE NO DISSENTING VOTES.  
 
5. Zoning Code Amendments  
 
Taylor Reynolds, Commission Liaison, provided an overview of Zoning Code Amendments 
initiated by Scottsdale in response to several Arizona bills recently signed into law.  He noted that 
two open houses were held on September 19th and 20th, to discuss the amendments, with one 
at Mountain View Community Center and the other at the Design Studio. Staff provided QR 
codes and YouTube videos for further information on these amendments.  The first amendment 
discussed was 3-TA-2024, which focuses on the Adaptive Reuse and Development Application 
Determination Zoning Code Amendment. This amendment addresses HB 2297 and SB 1162, 
combining them into a single amendment 
 
HB 2297 allows for the adaptive reuse of existing commercial, office, and mixed-use buildings to 
be repurposed as multifamily housing. The law applies to buildings located on parcels between 
1 and 20 acres in size, and these buildings must either be in a state of disrepair or have a 
vacancy rate of at least 50 percent. The adaptive reuse cannot exceed 10 percent of the 
existing building floor area within the city. Furthermore, the city cannot impose setback, density, 
parking, or building height requirements that exceed those set by state law.   
 
Mr. Reynolds gave an overview of areas excluded from the adaptive reuse provisions, including 
properties within airport vicinities and historic properties.  Up to 10 percent of commercial or 
employment hubs can be excluded from adaptive reuse.  The City has identified nine such sites, 
primarily commercial grocer centers, as critical to maintaining community resources. In total, 
only 1 percent of the city's commercial, office, or mixed-use buildings (equating to 120,000 
square feet) will be eligible for adaptive reuse, minimizing potential impacts from the state law.  



Neighborhood Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
September 25, 2024 
Page 5 of 6 

 

SB 1162, addresses zoning map amendment case processing. This law requires that the city 
determine whether a zoning application is administratively complete within 30 days and that the 
city approve or deny the application within 180 days of administrative completion. Extensions of 
up to 80 days may be granted by the city, with applicants permitted to request 30-day 
extensions as needed.  A cleanup item related to the recent repeal of the McDowell and 
Scottsdale Quarter Single Central Business District by the city council, was included in the 
amendment. This action required updates to the zoning code to ensure continued entitlement 
and redevelopment opportunities for parcels in that area. 
 
Mr. Reynolds reviewed the proposed amendments to the zoning regulations associated with 
House Bills HB 2720 and HB 2325, concerning accessory dwelling units (ADUs) and backyard 
fowl.  He explained the City's authority, granted by the State of Arizona, to set zoning and land-
use regulations, subject to state law.  HB 2720 mandates that municipalities allow for the 
development of ADUs on single-family properties, compelling the city to act swiftly in updating 
its zoning code before the January 1st deadline to mitigate any negative impacts.  If the city fails 
to meet this deadline, ADUs will be allowed without restrictions, preventing the city from 
controlling their development. 
 
Mr. Reynolds clarified that an ADU is defined as a subordinate, self-contained dwelling unit on 
the same lot as a main single-family dwelling.  These can be either attached or detached 
structures, with their own living facilities.  HB 2720 stipulates that each single-family property 
must be allowed to have one attached and one detached ADU if the lot is under an acre.  For 
lots over an acre, a third ADU is permitted, provided it is designated as affordable housing.  The 
city must allow ADUs to be up to 75% of the gross area of the main single-family home, with a 
maximum of 2000 square feet. The city's interpretation is that the first ADU can be up to 1000 
square feet, while additional ADUs on larger lots should be limited to 500 square feet each. 
 
Mr. Reynolds highlighted several restrictions imposed by state law on what the City cannot 
regulate regarding ADUs. These include prohibiting the requirement for parking spaces beyond 
what is already mandated, forbidding exterior design standards that match the main home, and 
not enforcing additional setbacks beyond five feet from the rear or side of the property. 
Additionally, the city cannot require ADUs to have fire sprinklers, even though this has been a 
requirement for new builds in Scottsdale since the 1980s.  Areas where ADUs would be 
excluded, include in the vicinity of airports and in neighborhoods governed by restrictive HOAs.  
Maps were shown highlighting the areas that could take advantage of these new ADU rules, 
primarily in northern Scottsdale. 
 
HB 2325, pertains to backyard fowl. The City must now regulate that chickens be kept in the 
rear or side yard, at least 25 feet from the neighboring property, and restrict the size of 
enclosures to a maximum of 200 square feet with a height limit of eight feet. The City already 
allows chickens in certain areas, but this bill introduces specific restrictions on enclosure size 
and placement. 
 
Planning Commission is scheduled to review the proposals on October 9th and to make a 
recommendation during their October 23, 2024 meeting.  The hope is to bring the final 
amendments to City Council November 19, 2024.  Mr. Reynolds noted that the urgency stems 
from the January 1, 2025, deadline, after which the state law will supersede the city's zoning 
regulations if no action is taken. 
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Mr. Reynolds briefly talked about HB 2042, which concerns cottage food production.  This bill 
allows for the establishment of small commercial kitchens in single-family homes for the 
purpose of preparing food to sell at farmers' markets and other venues. 
 
Commissioners asked clarifying questions throughout the presentation. 
 
6. Commissioner Items 
 
There were no commissioner items submitted for consideration.   
 
7. Staff Updates  
 
Mr. Reynolds noted that the next meeting will include Neighborhood Enhancement Grant 
Proposals (NEGP) and discussion about rescheduling the November meeting due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  The Commission will recess in December. 
 
The Next meeting is on October 23, 2024. 
 
Adjournment 
 
VICE-CHAIR SCHWARTZ-MANOCK MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  COMMISSIONER 
LAMB SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH CARRIED SIX (6) TO ZERO (0) BY ROLL CALL 
VOTE.  VICE-CHAIR SCHWARTZ-MANOCK, COMMISSIONERS DOTY BRADY, HANDZLIK, 
LAMB, SIEGEL, AND SPATOLA VOTED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THERE WERE NO 
DISSENTING VOTES.  
 
With no further business to discuss, being duly moved and seconded, the meeting  
adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Recorded and Transcribed by eScribers, LLC.  
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